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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Tate in view of Huss et al., Buyers, Hooven et al. 9 or Yarger, and in further view of 

Santini, Jr. et al., (5797898), Santini, Jr. et al., (6123861), or Santini, Jr. et al. 

(6551838). 

The Tate patent does not disclose filter material disposed around an inner 
diameter of the catheter and extending between the proximal and distal ends of the 
catheter. However, the designing catheters having filters extending within the inner 
lumen of a catheter or at the proximal end of the catheter is conventional in the art as 
evidenced by the teachings of Huss et al., and Buyers. 

Huss et al., shows in figures 7 a catheter having filters along the longitudinal axis 
of the catheter. Additionally, Buyers show a catheter design having a filter at the 
proximal end of the catheter. 

Based on the above observations, for a person of ordinary skill in the art, 
modifying the catheter disclosed by Tate with filters located alongside the inner lumen 
or in the proximal end of the catheter would have been considered obvious in view of 
the conventionality of these enhancements. 
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The examiner included Hooven et al., and Yarger to demonstrate the 
conventionality of designing catheters with rows of ports in the distal end. Again, these 
particular port arrangements would have been considered obvious in view of the 
conventionality of these port enhancements. 

Finally, the Santini, Jr. et al. patents demonstrate the conventionality of using a 
fluid impermeable barriers disposed in and occluding selected fluid entry ports, the 
barriers being selectively removable with respect to each of the selected fluid entry 
ports. Based on the above observations, for a person of ordinary skill in the art, 
modifying the barrier system used in Tate with a removable membrane that removes the 
membrane after the application of electric current, as taught by the Santini Jr. et al. 
patents, would have been considered obvious in view of the conventionality of this 
enhancement. 

In view of the new art utilized in the above rejection, this action is not a final 
action. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manuel Mendez whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2221. The examiner can normally be reached on 0730-1800 hrs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Brian Casler can be reached on 703-308-3552. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contap} the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ 

Manuel Mended 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3763 
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